
LEED NC: A greener way to build
How Shaw Contract Group carpet contributes to LEED for New Construction

Not only does our carpet contribute to the beauty and functionality of a space, it also contributes 

to LEED certification. As one component among a list of building materials, Shaw Contract Group 

sustainable carpet products add to project eligibility for several LEED credits including recycled 

content, low-emitting materials and innovation in design. 

Also contributing to LEED in construction and waste management, Shaw offers a comprehensive 

recycling program, including an environmental guarantee for reclamation and recycling of all 

EcoWorx® tile and broadloom products.

Developed by the United States Green Building Council (USGBC), the LEED Rating System 

is the definitive standard for green building, providing guidelines for designing and building 

environmentally responsible structures. And while no single product can be considered LEED 

certified, our carpet is additive to the pursuit of LEED NC certification for your project.

Online LEED calculator
How much LEED credit are we talking? Shaw Contract Group’s online LEED 

calculator provides accurate information regarding the environmental attributes of 

Shaw Contract Group products, as well as their contribution to the LEED Rating 

System. Log on to www.shawcontractgroup.com for this useful tool to assist 

you in your LEED documentation.

Environmentally Guaranteed
When any EcoWorx tile or broadloom product has reached the end of its 

useful life, we want it back. Just call the 800 number on the back of 

the carpet and Shaw Contract Group will pick up and recycle it at no cost 

to the customer. EcoWorx backing will be taken through an elutriation or 

dissolution process to facilitate recycling, while Eco Solution Q® nylon will 

enter the recycling stream via the Evergreen Nylon Recycling Facility.
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LEED credit Shaw Contract Group contribution

MR Credit 1.1: Building Reuse
Maintain at least 55% (1 point), 75% (2 points) or 95% (3 points) of the existing building structure 
(including structural floor and roof decking) and envelope (the exterior skin and framing, excluding 
window assemblies and non-structural roofing material). 

Carpet can be removed and reused for a minimal contribution.

MR Credit 2: Construction Waste Management
Recycle and/or nonhazardous construction and demolition debris. Develop and implement a 
construction waste management plan that, at a minimum, identifies the materials to be diverted 
from disposal and whether the materials will be sorted on-site or co-mingled. The minimum 
percentage debris to be recycled or salvaged is 50% (1 point) or 75% (2 points).

Shaw’s Evergreen Nylon Recycling Facility recycles 100 million pounds of nylon 6 carpet 
each year into caprolactam, the building block for new nylon. Carpet becomes carpet 
again and is not sent to a landfill, eliminating costly tipping fees. 

MR Credit 4: Recycled Content: 
Use materials, including furniture and furnishings, with recycled content such that the sum of post 
consumer recycled content plus 1/2 of the preconsumer content constitutes at least 10% (1 point) 
or 20% (2 points) based on cost of the total value of the materials in the project. 

All Shaw Contract Group carpet made with Eco Solution Q, our Cradle to Cradle nylon, 
has a minimum of 45% recycled content and can be recycled into more Eco Solution 
Q at the end of its useful life. EcoWorx tile backing has 44% recycled content and is 
completely recyclable. EcoWorx Broadloom and EcoWorx Performance Broadloom 
backings contain 20% post consumer recycled content. 

MR Credit 5: Regional Materials
Use building materials or products that have been extracted, harvested or recovered, as well 
as manufactured, within 500 miles of the project site for a minimum of 10% (1 point) or 20% (2 
points), based on cost, of the total materials value. If only a fraction of a product or material is 
extracted, harvested, or recovered and manufactured locally, then only that percentage (by weight) 
can contribute to the regional value. 

While newly extracted petroleum-based raw materials do not qualify for the  Regional 
Materials Credit, Shaw uses locally harvested fillers and recycled content in its 
manufacturing processes which may be eligible for the regional materials credit. 

IEQ Credit 4.1: Adhesives and Sealants
All building adhesives and sealants, including carpet adhesives and sealants, must meet VOC 
guidelines of LEED (1 point). Adhesives, sealants and sealant primers must comply with South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) Rule 1168. 

All Shaw Contract Group adhesives and seam sealers are CRI Green Label Plus certified 
and meet SCAQMD Rule 1168 requirements. 

IEQ Credit 4.3: Flooring Systems
All carpet installed in the building interior must meet the testing and product requirements of the 
Carpet and Rug Institute Green Label Plus program (1 point). 

All Shaw Contract Group products that are currently available for purchase meet CRI 
Green Label and Green Label Plus requirements.  

IEQ Credit 5: Indoor Chemical & Pollutant Source Control
Employ permanent entryway systems at least 10 feet long in the primary direction of travel to 
capture dirt and particulates entering the building at regularly used exterior entrances.

All Shaw walk off tiles meet the product requirements for this credit. Examples include 
Shaw Contract Group Bonjour tile 59411 and Welcome tile 59410.
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ID Credit 1.1:  Innovation in Design
Projects seeking LEED certification can earn “Innovation in Design” credit by using products with 
Cradle to Cradle certification. This certification is granted by MBDC (McDonough Braungart Design 
Chemistry), a third party consultancy founded by the architect William McDonough and Dr. Michael 
Braungart. Additionally, carpet products that have achieved NSF 140 certification are eligible 
for credit consideration. NSF 140 certification is the ANSI approved third party certified U.S. 
Sustainable Carpet Standard for commercial carpets.

C2C REQUIREMENT:  Cradle to Cradle certified products used in the project must represent 2.5% 
of the total value of all building materials and interior finish products used in the project, based on 
cost. C2C Silver certified products are assessed at 1/2 their dollar value, C2C Gold products are 
assessed at full value and C2C Platinum products are assessed at 2X their dollar value.  1 point is 
potentially available.  (Applicable to all LEED Rating systems)

NSF 140 REQUIREMENT:  All installed carpet for the project must be NSF 140/2007 certified  
AND - When NSF Silver level carpet is used, carpet must represent at least 5% of the value of 
the project OR - When NSF Gold level carpet is used, carpet must represent at least 2.5% of the 
value of the project OR - When NSF Platinum level carpet is used, the carpet must represent at 
least 1.25% of the value of the project.  1 point is potentially available.  (Applicable to LEED CI and 
LEED NC 2.2 and 2009)

Shaw EcoWorx carpet products are Cradle to Cradle Silver Certified by MBDC. This 
certification includes all EcoWorx Tile, EcoWorx Performance Broadloom and EcoWorx 
Broadloom styles with Eco Solution Q and Solution Q Extreme nylon yarn systems.  
Shaw’s LokDots adhesive system is also C2C certified when installed in conjunction with 
EcoWorx Tile.  

All Shaw EcoWorx products are NSF 140 Platinum Certified.

Shaw products manufactured using ClassicBac, UltraLoc and TekLok backings with Eco 
Solution Q nylon face fiber are also Cradle to Cradle Silver Certified by MBDC. These 
same styles have earned NSF 140 Gold Certification.

Pilot Credit 43: Certified Product
With this credit, products with Cradle to Cradle, NSF 140 and Forest Stewardship Council 
certification can earn points under any LEED rating system, providing at least 10% of the total 
value of all non-structural materials and products are approved as certified products according 
to the credit. The new credit is designed to reward the use of products and materials with 
ingredients, attributes and life cycles that improve overall environmental, social and economic 
performance.

Shaw EcoWorx tile and EcoWorx Broadloom carpet styles with Eco Solution Q face 
fiber all contribute to this credit since they are both Cradle to Cradle Silver and NSF 140 
Platinum Certified.

in
no

va
ti

o
n 

in
 d

es
ig

n

LEED: A greener way to build

877.502.7429 · www.shawcontractgroup.com

LEED credit Shaw Contract Group contribution

MR Credit 1.1: Building Reuse
Maintain at least 55% (1 point), 75% (2 points) or 95% (3 points) of the existing building structure 
(including structural floor and roof decking) and envelope (the exterior skin and framing, excluding 
window assemblies and non-structural roofing material). 

Carpet can be removed and reused for a minimal contribution.

MR Credit 2: Construction Waste Management
Recycle and/or nonhazardous construction and demolition debris. Develop and implement a 
construction waste management plan that, at a minimum, identifies the materials to be diverted 
from disposal and whether the materials will be sorted on-site or co-mingled. The minimum 
percentage debris to be recycled or salvaged is 50% (1 point) or 75% (2 points).

Shaw’s Evergreen Nylon Recycling Facility recycles 100 million pounds of nylon 6 carpet 
each year into caprolactam, the building block for new nylon. Carpet becomes carpet 
again and is not sent to a landfill, eliminating costly tipping fees. 

MR Credit 4: Recycled Content: 
Use materials, including furniture and furnishings, with recycled content such that the sum of post 
consumer recycled content plus 1/2 of the preconsumer content constitutes at least 10% (1 point) 
or 20% (2 points) based on cost of the total value of the materials in the project. 

All Shaw Contract Group carpet made with Eco Solution Q, our Cradle to Cradle nylon, 
has a minimum of 45% recycled content and can be recycled into more Eco Solution 
Q at the end of its useful life. EcoWorx tile backing has 44% recycled content and is 
completely recyclable. EcoWorx Broadloom and EcoWorx Performance Broadloom 
backings contain 20% post consumer recycled content. 

MR Credit 5: Regional Materials
Use building materials or products that have been extracted, harvested or recovered, as well 
as manufactured, within 500 miles of the project site for a minimum of 10% (1 point) or 20% (2 
points), based on cost, of the total materials value. If only a fraction of a product or material is 
extracted, harvested, or recovered and manufactured locally, then only that percentage (by weight) 
can contribute to the regional value. 

While newly extracted petroleum-based raw materials do not qualify for the  Regional 
Materials Credit, Shaw uses locally harvested fillers and recycled content in its 
manufacturing processes which may be eligible for the regional materials credit. 

IEQ Credit 4.1: Adhesives and Sealants
All building adhesives and sealants, including carpet adhesives and sealants, must meet VOC 
guidelines of LEED (1 point). Adhesives, sealants and sealant primers must comply with South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) Rule 1168. 

All Shaw Contract Group adhesives and seam sealers are CRI Green Label Plus certified 
and meet SCAQMD Rule 1168 requirements. 

IEQ Credit 4.3: Flooring Systems
All carpet installed in the building interior must meet the testing and product requirements of the 
Carpet and Rug Institute Green Label Plus program (1 point). 

All Shaw Contract Group products that are currently available for purchase meet CRI 
Green Label and Green Label Plus requirements.  

IEQ Credit 5: Indoor Chemical & Pollutant Source Control
Employ permanent entryway systems at least 10 feet long in the primary direction of travel to 
capture dirt and particulates entering the building at regularly used exterior entrances.

All Shaw walk off tiles meet the product requirements for this credit. Examples include 
Shaw Contract Group Bonjour tile 59411 and Welcome tile 59410.
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ID Credit 1.1:  Innovation in Design
Projects seeking LEED certification can earn “Innovation in Design” credit by using products with 
Cradle to Cradle certification. This certification is granted by MBDC (McDonough Braungart Design 
Chemistry), a third party consultancy founded by the architect William McDonough and Dr. Michael 
Braungart. Additionally, carpet products that have achieved NSF 140 certification are eligible 
for credit consideration. NSF 140 certification is the ANSI approved third party certified U.S. 
Sustainable Carpet Standard for commercial carpets.

C2C REQUIREMENT:  Cradle to Cradle certified products used in the project must represent 2.5% 
of the total value of all building materials and interior finish products used in the project, based on 
cost. C2C Silver certified products are assessed at 1/2 their dollar value, C2C Gold products are 
assessed at full value and C2C Platinum products are assessed at 2X their dollar value.  1 point is 
potentially available.  (Applicable to all LEED Rating systems)

NSF 140 REQUIREMENT:  All installed carpet for the project must be NSF 140/2007 certified  
AND - When NSF Silver level carpet is used, carpet must represent at least 5% of the value of 
the project OR - When NSF Gold level carpet is used, carpet must represent at least 2.5% of the 
value of the project OR - When NSF Platinum level carpet is used, the carpet must represent at 
least 1.25% of the value of the project.  1 point is potentially available.  (Applicable to LEED CI and 
LEED NC 2.2 and 2009)

Shaw EcoWorx carpet products are Cradle to Cradle Silver Certified by MBDC. This 
certification includes all EcoWorx Tile, EcoWorx Performance Broadloom and EcoWorx 
Broadloom styles with Eco Solution Q and Solution Q Extreme nylon yarn systems.  
Shaw’s LokDots adhesive system is also C2C certified when installed in conjunction with 
EcoWorx Tile.  

All Shaw EcoWorx products are NSF 140 Platinum Certified.

Shaw products manufactured using ClassicBac, UltraLoc and TekLok backings with Eco 
Solution Q nylon face fiber are also Cradle to Cradle Silver Certified by MBDC. These 
same styles have earned NSF 140 Gold Certification.

Pilot Credit 43: Certified Product
With this credit, products with Cradle to Cradle, NSF 140 and Forest Stewardship Council 
certification can earn points under any LEED rating system, providing at least 10% of the total 
value of all non-structural materials and products are approved as certified products according 
to the credit. The new credit is designed to reward the use of products and materials with 
ingredients, attributes and life cycles that improve overall environmental, social and economic 
performance.

Shaw EcoWorx tile and EcoWorx Broadloom carpet styles with Eco Solution Q face 
fiber all contribute to this credit since they are both Cradle to Cradle Silver and NSF 140 
Platinum Certified.
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LEED Credit

MR Credit 3 (CI) | MR Credit 2 (NC) 
Environmental Product Declarations

Option 1:  Shaw Contract Group offers an environmental product declaration (EPD) on all carpet tile 
products constructed of EcoSolution Q nylon and EcoWorx backings.

Option 2:  All Shaw Contract Group carpet products are NSF-140 certified, demonstrating multi-attribute 
optimization.

Credit

MR Credit 4 (CI) | MR Credit 3 (NC) 
Sourcing of Raw Materials

Option 1:  Shaw publishes an annual sustainability report that is third party assured and meets Global 
Reporting Initiative (GRI) standards.

Option 2:  Shaw Contract Group products constructed of EcoSolution Q fiber and/or EcoWorx 
backing contain recycled content (percentage varies by style). Shaw’s environmental guarantee for 
reclamation and recycling qualifies as an extended producer program, offering additional contribution 
for EcoWorx products.

MR Credit 5 (CI) | MR Credit 4 (NC) 
Material Ingredients

Option 1:  Shaw Contract Group products constructed of EcoSolution Q fiber and EcoWorx, Ultraloc, or 
Classicbac backings are Cradle to Cradle Silver certified. Additionally, a Health Product Declaration (HPD) 
is published for Shaw Contract Group products constructed of EcoSolution Q and EcoWorx backings.

MR Credit 6 (CI) | MR Credit 5 (NC) 
Contruction and Demolition Waste 
Management

Option 1 or 2:  Shaw Contract Group guarantees reclamation and recycling for used EcoWorx products, 
free of charge.* Additional recycling programs are available for used products on other backing systems.

EQ Credit 2 (CI) | EQ Credit 2 (NC) 
Low Emitting Materials

Shaw Contract Group carpet products and adhesives are Green Label Plus Certified.

Shaw Contribution

MR Credit 2 (CI) 
Interior Life-Cycle Impact Reduction

Option 3:  Meeting design for flexibility requirements: Shaw Contract Group carpet tile installed with 
LokDots are moveable, 100% recyclable and offer guaranteed reclamation and recycling. 

*Shaw Environmental Guarantee – Continental US and Canada: Shaw will take back 500 yards or greater of EcoWorx material at no cost to you. Alaska, Hawaii and Mexico: Shaw will take 
back 5,000 yards or greater of EcoWorx material at no cost to you. International: Shaw will take back 5,000 yards or greater of EcoWorx material from any international port at no cost to you.


